General Information
All drinking water, including bottled water, may
reasonably be expected to contain at least small
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water
poses a health risk. Maximum Contaminant Levels
(MCLs - defined in the List of Definitions in this report)
are set at very stringent levels. To understand the
possible health effects described for many regulated
constituents, a person would have to drink 2 liters of
water every day at the MCL level for a lifetime to have
a one-in-a-million chance of having the described
health effect.
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and
bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the
surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and radioactive material,
and it can pick up substances resulting from the
presence of animals or from human activity.
Contaminants that may be present in source water
include:
•
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and
bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment
plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock
operations, and wildlife.
•
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals,
which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban
storm water run-off, industrial or domestic wastewater
discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.
•
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from
a variety of sources such as agriculture, storm water
run-off, and residential uses.
•
Organic chemical contaminants, including
synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial processes and petroleum
production, and can also come from gas stations,
urban storm water runoff, and septic systems.
•
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally
occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and
mining activities.
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA
prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public water
systems.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled
water.
Northport Utilities also tests your source water for
pathogens, such as Cryptosporidium and Giardia.
These pathogens can enter the water from animal or
human waste. All test results were well within state
and federal standards. For people who may be
immuno-compromised,
a
guidance
document
developed jointly by the EPA and the Center for

Disease
Control
is
available
online
at
http://water.epa.gov/aboutow/ogwdw/upload/2001_11
_15_consumer_crypto.pdf or from the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at 800-426-4791. (This language about
cryptosporidium does not indicate the presence of
cryptosporidium in our drinking water.)
Lead in Drinking Water
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious
health problems, especially for pregnant women and
young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from
materials and components associated with service
lines and home plumbing. Your water system is
responsible for providing high quality drinking water
but cannot control the variety of materials used in
plumbing components. When your water has been
sitting for several hours, you can minimize the
potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30
seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking
or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your
water, you may wish to have your water tested.
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods,
and steps you can take to minimize exposure is
available from the Safe Drinking Water hotline or at
www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants
in drinking water than the general population. Immunocompromised persons such as persons with cancer
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or
other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants can be particularly at risk from infections.
People at risk should seek advice about drinking water
from their health care providers.

Monitoring Results
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This report contains results from the most recent
monitoring as required by the regulatory schedule.
Contaminants Monitored
Inorganic Contaminants
Lead/Copper
Microbiological Contaminants
Nitrates
Radioactive Contaminants
Synthetic Organic Contaminants
Volatile Organic Contaminants
Disinfection By-products
Cryptosporidium
Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring
Rule 3 Contaminants
Distribution System Evaluation -DSE
Important Phone Numbers
Utility Operations
Water Treatment Plant
Wastewater Treatment Plant
Billing Office
City Hall
After hours (water, wastewater)
Emergency

(Testing Performed January through December 2017)

Date
2017
2017
Monthly
2017
2012
2017
2017
2017
2017

Utility Operations
3521 3rd St. South
Northport, AL 35476
Water Treatment Plant
11405 Lary Lake Rd.
Northport, AL 35475
AL PWSID# AL0001307
www.cityofnorthport.org
Phone 205-333-3017

2015
2017

342-3636
333-3017
752-5907
339-7024
339-7000
333-3017
911

We are pleased to present this year’s Annual Water
Quality Report which is designed to inform you about
the quality of your water. Our goal is to continually
improve the water treatment process, protect our
water resources and provide you with a safe,
dependable supply of drinking water.
Water Source
Storage Capacity
Inter-Connections
Water Treatment
Population Served

Council
Members

Source Water Assessment
In compliance with the Alabama Department of
Environmental Management (ADEM), Northport
Utilities Department has developed a Source Water
Assessment Plan that assists in protecting our water
sources. This plan provides information regarding
potential sources of contamination and includes a
“susceptibility analysis” which classifies potential
contaminants as: high, moderate, or non-susceptible
(low) to contaminating our water source. The
assessment and the required public notification have
been completed. The plan is available for review at the
Northport Water Treatment Plant. To help protect our
source water, carefully follow instructions on the use
of herbicides and pesticides and properly dispose of
household chemicals, paints and waste oils.

Surface water from Lake Tuscaloosa
Six tanks - 6.7 million gallons
Coker Water Authority
Chlorination, multi-media filtration, corrosion
control, and fluoridation
Approximately 32,575
Donna Aaron, Mayor
Lee Boozer, District 1
Jay Logan, District 2, Council President
Rodney Sullivan, District 3
Robby Davis, District 4
Jeff Hogg, District 5

Questions?
If you have any questions regarding this report, please
contact Chris Pickens at the Northport Water
Treatment Plant, 205-333-3017, or contact us via
email at cpickens@cityofnorthport.org.
You are welcome to attend the regularly scheduled city
council meetings held on the first and third Monday’s
of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the council chambers of
Northport City Hall located at 3500 McFarland
Boulevard.

1364-25681

